
“B
ook World is
not going
away,” says
new Book
World Editor

Rachel Shea emphatically.  “It
will be in different parts of the
paper.  It will be in Outlook on
Sundays and in Style every
other day of the week.  It will
be edited and written by the
same people, folks like
Jonathan Yardley, Michael
Dirda and Ron Charles. The
Book World staff is intact.”

The last stand-alone edi-
tion of Book World was pub-
lished on Feb. 15, after a 35-
year run as a separate section.
This past Sunday, Feb. 22, the
first newly revamped Outlook
section with its last three
pages dedicated to nonfiction
book reviews was published. 

The book-related content
in Outlook will focus on poli-
tics, history, foreign affairs,

science and business.  Yardley
will also appear in Outlook, as
will the Washington area
bestsellers list.  Of note, the
editorial content that had
appeared in Outlook moved to
the back pages of Sunday’s A
section, where it lives the rest
of the week.

Style will
continue run-
ning fiction,
memoir and
cultural book
reviews from
Monday
through Sun-
day, but on
Wednesdays,
there will be
a spread
anchored by
Charles’s fic-
tion reviews.  And on Thurs-
days, Dirda’s literary com-
mentary will appear.

Shea, who started at The
Post in 2005 and who recently
took over as editor following
Marie Arana’s retirement,
says, “We’re on training
wheels right now, trying to
figure out how it’s all going to
work.  There are logistical
challenges because we’re
working with the Outlook and

Style staffs to figure out how
things are going to look.  You
can say, we have a lot more
meetings and e-mails these
days.”

In the Post article “Post to
End Stand-Alone Book Sec-
tion” published on Jan. 29,

Executive
Editor 
Marcus
Brauchli told
media
reporter
Howard
Kurtz that
there were
two principal
reasons
behind the
decision: cut-
ting the cost
of newsprint

and reaching more people
through the Outlook and Style
sections, which have a higher
readership than Book World. 

Shea says that in a given
week there will be the same
number of reviews, but some
of the reviews will be shorter.
There will also be fewer fea-
tures.  Some of the standard
Book World features such as
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FICTION

1 THE ASSOCIATE (Doubleday, $27.95)

By John Grisham. What ensues when a promising

law-school graduate is blackmailed.

3

2 RUN FOR YOUR LIFE (Little, Brown, $27.99)

By James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge. A serial

killer preys on NYC’s most affluent residents.

2

3 FOOL (Morrow, $26.99). By Christopher Moore

A rambunctious riff on Shakespeare’s “King Lear,”

told by the king’s jester, Pocket.

1

4 VERY VALENTINE (Harper, $25.99)

By Adriana Trigiani. The launch of a trilogy

chock-full of romance, Italian vistas and shoes.

2

5 THE HOST (Little, Brown, $25.99)

By Stephenie Meyer. A species that takes over the

minds of its human hosts has overrun the Earth.

26

6 THE SILENT MAN (Putnam, $25.95)

By Alex Berenson. CIA agent John Wells is in hot

pursuit of Russian terrorists after an attack in D.C.

1

7 AGINCOURT (Harper, $27.99)

By Bernard Cornwell. A swashbuckling yarn about

Henry V’s victory in the Hundred Years War.

4

8 THE STORY OF EDGAR SAWTELLE

(Ecco, $25.95). By David Wroblewski. A mute dog

trainer flees his home after his father’s death. 

33

9 LETHAL LEGACY (Doubleday, $26)

By Linda Fairstein. Bibliophiles, priceless rare books

and grisly murders challenge Alex Cooper. 

1

10 TRUE COLORS (St. Martin’s, $25.95)

By Kristin Hannah. A saga of sisterhood—from

teens to adults—set in rural Washington state.

2

NONFICTION/GENERAL

1 ACT LIKE A LADY, THINK LIKE A MAN: WHAT MEN

REALLY THINK ABOUT LOVE, RELATIONSHIPS ... 

(Amistad, $23.99). By Steve Harvey

3

2 THE YANKEE YEARS (Doubleday, $26.95)

By Joe Torre & Tom Verducci. A beyond-the-dugout

look from the team’s most successful manager.

2

3 THE GAMBLE: GENERAL DAVID PETRAEUS AND THE

AMERICAN MILITARY ADVENTURE IN IRAQ

(Penguin Press, $27.95). By Thomas E. Ricks

1

4 OUTLIERS: THE STORY OF SUCCESS

(Little, Brown, $27.99). By Malcolm Gladwell

Assumptions about success challenged.

12

5 THE INAUGURATION OF BARACK OBAMA:

A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY (Triumph, $29.95)

By The Washington Post; foreword by Ben Bradlee

2

6 THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS 2009

(Penguin, $12). By Barack Obama. Also features

three of Lincoln’s most prominent speeches.

2

7 OBAMA: THE HISTORIC FRONT PAGES

(Sterling, $24.95). By David Elliot Cohen and

Mark Greenberg. Nomination to inauguration.

1

8 THE LAST LECTURE (Hyperion, $21.95)

By Randy Pausch with Jeffrey Zaslow. A zest for life

imbues a cancer-stricken professor’s message.

44

9 A. LINCOLN: A BIOGRAPHY (Random House, $35)

By Ronald C. White Jr. A sweeping biography of our

16th president, with an emphasis on his writings.

1

10 HOT, FLAT, AND CROWDED: WHY WE NEED A

GREEN REVOLUTION—AND HOW IT CAN RENEW

AMERICA (FSG, $27.95). By Thomas L. Friedman

19

Rankings reflect sales for the week ended Feb. 15, 2009. The charts may not be

reproduced without permission from Nielsen BookScan. Copyright © 2009 by Nielsen

BookScan. (The right-hand column of numbers represents weeks on this list, which

premiered in Book World on Jan. 11, 2004. Beginning Feb. 22, the bestseller lists will

appear in the Sunday Outlook section, and alternate each week between hardcover

and paperback titles.)
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» Paperback Bestsellers @ washingtonpost.com/bookworld

B O O K S  C O M I N G  I N  S T Y L E  

Monday | Spade & Archer By Joe Gores. A prequel

to Dashiell Hammett’s seminal novel “The Maltese

Falcon.” 

Tuesday | Under Their Thumb: How a Nice Boy

From Brooklyn Got Mixed up with the Rolling

Stones (and Lived to Tell About It) By Bill German.

Wednesday | American Rust By Phillip Meyer. A

novel about two young men who panic after a fight

leads to a fatality. Little Bee By Chris Cleave. A novel

about the intertwined fates of an African girl and an

Englishwoman. New in Paperback.

Thursday | The Night of the Hunter: A Biography

of a Film By Jeffrey Couchman.

Friday | Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His

Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love

By Myron Uhlberg.

Saturday | That Went Well: Adventures in Caring

for My Sister By Terrell Harris Dougan; and

Welcome to the Departure Lounge: Adventures

in Mothering Mother By Meg Federico.

wa s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / b o o k wo r l d  

Listen to our podcast, featuring book news

and interviews. This week senior editor Alan

Cooperman interviews Martha Sandweiss, author

of “Passing Strange” (reviewed on page 6); senior

editor Ron Charles interviews Jay Mathews, author

of “Work Hard. Be Nice” (reviewed on page 6); and

Mary Karr presents her Poet’s Choice column, which

is available online.

Read the first chapter of

The Threat Closer

to Home, by Douglas

Schoen and Michael

Rowan.

And read our blog,

Short Stack, a

running conversation

about literary news,

gossip, history and trends.
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In recent years, astronomy went over

to the dark side and has yet to return.

Baffling entities called dark matter and

dark energy are the two biggest mys-

teries facing 21st-century astronomers.

Their arrival is enough to turn Darth

Vader dark green with envy.

It has been a jolt to learn that the

universe we’ve become so familiar with

— all those planets, stars, swirling gal-

axies and glowing gases — is just 4 per-

cent of the overall content. Six times

more consists of another type of matter

altogether, possibly a sub-

atomic particle yet to be

discovered. The remaining

three-quarters? A bizarre

energy — an anti-gravita-

tional pressure — that per-

meates space-time and has

the potential to rip our cos-

mos apart in the distant fu-

ture. We are mere flotsam

within this covert cosmic

realm.
What stands out in Eva-

lyn Gates’s cogent review of

this intriguing topic is the sheer clever-

ness astronomers have demonstrated

in fashioning tools to study the unsee-

able. As its name implies, dark matter

emits no light. It can be detected only

by its gravitational effects. So astrono-

mers study it by closely observing how

light, coursing through the universe, is

gravitationally bent as it passes by the

spheres of dark, invisible matter that

surround galaxies and clusters of galax-

ies. This is, in effect, the ingenious

“telescope” that Gates refers to in her

title. Following Einstein’s rules of grav-

ity, a dark-matter mass can serve as a

gigantic gravitational lens that magni-

fies more distant celestial objects lying

behind it, such as primordial galaxies

too dim to see otherwise. “Seen

through an optical telescope,” Gates

writes, “a cluster is a large collection of

galaxies . . . Observed with an X-ray

telescope, a cluster looks like a big blob

of hot gas. Viewed through Einstein’s

Telescope, a cluster appears to be a gi-

ant dent in spacetime caused by far

more matter than is visible in gas and

galaxies.” In this way, dark matter’s

gravitational fingerprints are being

found all over the cosmos, enabling as-

tronomers to map where it is and as-

sess what it might consist of to act the

way it does.

In the cosmic scheme of things, the

notion of dark energy is far more star-

tling. Astronomers assumed for dec-

ades that our expanding universe was

slowing down, only to find out that it’s

actually accelerating, somehow boost-

ed by the presence of an odd, cosmos-

wide pressure. As Gates writes so en-

gagingly, its recent detection was “like

finding an elephant on top of a table

impeccably set with the finest china

and silver . . . We stare in shock at the

uninvited guest and demand to know

where the elephant came from — and

how it got into [the] room.” To find

out, astronomers and physicists are ex-

ploring many avenues,

from carrying out com-

puter simulations to trac-

ing dark energy’s effects

on the distribution of gal-

axies throughout the uni-

verse. Google is even get-

ting involved, developing a

Web portal that will allow

astronomers, students and

amateurs alike to assess

data gathered by a special

telescope, poised to regu-

larly scan the entire hemi-

sphere from the Chilean Andes in the

next decade.

Gates aims to write for both profes-

sional scientists and laypeople, though

she openly concedes that to newcom-

ers some of these concepts will be “dif-

ficult to digest the first time through.”

In places her book does read like a

textbook, but at least a textbook with

style. A dry tome wouldn’t ask you to

look through the end of an empty

wineglass to learn how dark matter

can bend light due to the warps it im-

prints on space-time. 

So much more has been revealed

since I wrote a book on dark matter 16

years ago. A reviewer at that time was

dismayed that I offered no final an-

swers to the mystery. There’s still no

happy ending, but as Gates so aptly

demonstrates, describing how science

works toward a solution provides 99

percent of the enjoyment for any read-

er. K

Marcia Bartusiak teaches in the MIT

Graduate Program in Science Writing.

Her latest book, “The Day We Found the

Universe,” will be published this spring.
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Gravity’s Shadow

EINSTEIN’S TELESCOPE

The Hunt for Dark Matter and 

Dark Energy in the Universe

By Evalyn Gates 

Norton. 305 pp. $25.95

Paul Engle, it bore little resemblance to the

writing factory it subsequently became. She

received close attention and instruction from

Engle and various visiting luminaries, notably

Robert Penn Warren, all of whom recognized her

brilliance and were eager to help her, as they

seem to have understood that writing was the

entire purpose of her life.

Indeed, many years later she told a friend, “In

my stories is where I live.” As another friend told

Gooch: “She was very serious about her mission

in life, and had a sort of sense of destiny. She

knew she was a great writer. She told me so many

times. If I would have heard that from other

people, I would have laughed up my sleeve, but

not with her. We both agreed that she might

never be recognized, but that wasn’t the point.

The point was to do what she thought she was

meant to do.” It wasn’t easy, as O’Connor well

knew. “What first stuns the young writer

emerging from college,” she wrote in 1948, “is

that there is no clear-cut road for him to travel on.

He must chop a path in the wilderness of his own

soul; a disheartening process, lifelong and

lonesome.” 

It says much about O’Connor that this

penetrating observation was made when she was

23 years old; four years before the publication of

her first novel, she knew exactly how much hard

work and discouragement lay ahead of her. Yet

she was in her way an optimist, not cockeyed but

clear-eyed; she was stubborn and determined; and

she had a rebellious streak that encouraged her to

go her own way.

Only three books were published during her

lifetime: “Wise Blood” (1952); the story

collection “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” (1955);

and a second novel, “The Violent Bear It Away”

(1960). A second story collection, “Everything

That Rises Must Converge,” appeared shortly

after her death in 1965. It was followed by

“Mystery and Manners” (1969), a superb

collection of speeches and other nonfiction; “The

Complete Stories” (1971); “The Habit of Being,”

her selected letters (1979); and the Library of

America’s “Collected Works” (1988).

O’Connor’s readership and reputation have

grown ever stronger in the four-and-a-half

decades since her death. No doubt this has much

to do with the frequency with which her work is

assigned in high school and college courses, but it

also reflects her growing popularity in the general

readership. Whether Gooch’s conscientious,

respectful biography will bring new readers to

her work is doubtful, since literary biographies

rarely sell as well as their authors and publishers

wish, but readers who already know that work

will be glad to have it. K

Jonathan Yardley’s e-mail address is

yardleyj@washpost.com.

biography is named Brad Gooch. A professor at

William Paterson University in New Jersey, he

has done an earnest, respectful but mercifully not

hagiographic job. There are some odd aspects to

it — Gooch gives less attention than he should to

O’Connor’s relationships with her editor, Robert

Giroux, and her agent, Elizabeth McKee, and his

portrait of her mother is excessively polite — but

the book is for the most part lucidly written and

neither excessively long nor riddled with

extraneous detail.

Mary Flannery O’Connor was born to Regina

and Edward O’Connor in Savannah in 1925. She

was utterly devoted to her father, a man of charm

and panache who tried to establish a career in

real estate but was brought down by the

Depression. Shortly before his death in 1941, his

widow and their only child settled in

Milledgeville, a small town in Georgia where

members of Regina’s family welcomed them.

Mary Flannery, as she was known throughout her

childhood in the venerable tradition of

double-named Southern womanhood, attended

the local schools and then Georgia State College

for Women.

She did well there, but she didn’t really begin

to flower until she was awarded a scholarship at

the University of Iowa and enrolled in its Writers’

Workshop as soon as she got there. Still a small

enterprise, basically a one-man band directed by

FLANNERY

By Brad Gooch 

Little, Brown. 448 pp. $30

A Good Writer Is Hard to Find

I
n February 1951, Flannery O’Connor

was diagnosed with systemic lupus

erythematosus, the disease that had

killed her father 10 years earlier at

the age of 45; she died of it 13 years

later at the age of 39. In between that

diagnosis and her death, she wrote almost

nonstop. It is a life’s work slender enough

to be contained in a single volume in the

Library of America, yet it occupies a large

place in any critical assessment of

American literature and in the hearts of

readers here and abroad. That O’Connor

was one of the great writers of the 20th

century is now beyond argument.

Of few writers can it more accurately be said

that it is the work, not the life, that matters. Apart

from her struggle against lupus, almost nothing of

moment happened to her. But readers

understandably have long been curious about this

quiet woman who wrote such powerful,

occasionally violent, frequently funny novels and

stories, yet whose work is infused with the most

passionate religious conviction.

The difficulty for would-be biographers has

been that O’Connor’s mother, Regina Cline

O’Connor, outlived her by more than three

decades and guarded her flame with a possessive

zeal almost unmatched in the long history of

literary flamekeepers. Precisely why she was so

determined to shield her daughter’s life from the

eyes of strangers remains unclear to this day, but

I can well recall thinking about attempting an

O’Connor biography sometime in the 1980s and

being most emphatically dissuaded by people in

the know who said it was pointless even to

inquire.

Now we have “Flannery: A Life of Flannery

O’Connor.” No doubt O’Connor, who delighted in

giving her characters unusual if not outlandish

names such as Lucynell Crater, Hazel Motes and

Francis Marion Tarwater, would be tickled to

know that the author of her first full-scale

JONATHAN

YARDLEY

BY JOE MCTYRE — ASSOCIATED PRESS/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

Flannery O’Connor and her “Self Portrait with

Pheasant Cock” in the living room of the family

dairy farm, Andalusia, in June 1962. 
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BOOKS FOR SA

LE

PRESIDENTAIL BIOGRAPHIES - 64 cents

Stamp for monthly list a
vail. titles.AMERICAN POLITCAL

BIOGRAPHY, 39-A Boggs Hill R
d. Newton,

CT. 06470

NEWBOOKS

New Book !

NEXT FIRST LADY’S BAD TWIN

By Paul Sid
hu

A Political Murder Mystery

Now Available from

AuthorHou
se.com/bookstore

Ph: 1-888-280
-7715

Obama's Readin
g List—Barack Obama's must

reading: "I look forward to reading your findings and

applaud you for taking a systematic, scientific

approach to studying this issue." Opportunity:

Optimizing Life's Chances by Donald Morris.

Amazon.com Opportunitybook.com.

USED BOOKS

ALL BOOKS CONSIDERED

Half pricewhen
you buy 5

or more

Open 7 Da
ys, 12-5 on

Antique Ro
w 301-929-0

036

10408 Montgomery Ave. Kensington,MD

ATTIC BOOKS 100Wash. Blvd. LAUREL,MD.

Daily 11-7; Sun 1-5; Closed Tue
s. 50% OFF SALE

Bartleby’s Books

Old & Rare Boo
ks

We Buy Co
llections

& Estates

Autograp
hs & Manuscr

ipts

www.bar
tlebysbo

oks.com

1132 29t
h St. NW.

(202) 298
-0486

Tues.–Sa
t. 10:30–

5:30, Sun
day 12–4

BUYING ALL BOOKS

10-4 PM EVERY DAY

WONDER BOOK

WE RECYCLE ALL BOOKS

Buy 1 Book, Get 1 FREE

Find comfort and value in our inexpensive books.

Get lost in our stores, 10-10 every day.

FREDERIC
K, MD:

1306 W. Patrick St. (Next to Toys R Us)

301-694-5955

All Russkie
Knige $1

HAGERSTO
WN:

607 Dual Hwy. Rt. 40 (Next to Venice Inn)

301-733-1888

www.wond
erbook.com

With this coupon & 1 can of non-perishable food. In store purchases only.

Free must be of equal or lower value. In store only. Exp. 3/31/09

Help someone less fortunate

(Buy 2, get
2. Buy 10,

get 10)

Carolyn Johns Books

History,M
ilitary,Tech

nical & Other Quirky Book
s

8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria (Rt 1)

Call (571)
216-8875

Idle Time Books

2467 18th S
t. NW in Adams M

organ

2 floors of qua
lity books o

n all subjects.

Come see our cla
ssical CD collection.

Open 11A
M-10PM everyday 2

02-232-47
74

USED BOOKS

SECOND EDITION

BOOKS AN
D MUSIC

NEW AND USED

BOOKS - C
Ds - DVDs

- RECORD
S

Up to 80% OFF Everyda
y

WE BUY, S
ELL AND TRADE

MOVING?
DOWNSIZI

NG?

WE COME
TO YOU!!!

For info call 443-86
4-2280

6490 Dobbin Rd., Columbia, MD

410-730-005
0

In-Store Tr
ading Welcome

www.seco
ndedition

books.com

SECOND STORY BOOKS

CONSOLIDATION SALE

SPECIAL SE
CTION OFOVER 25,000 BOO

KS

$2 EACH OR $25/BOX

(We'll provid
e the boxe

s)

25% Off Regular
Inventory

50% Off Prints &
Posters

Over 5,000
LPs Only 2

5 cents

12160 Par
klawn Dr.,

Rockville,
MD

Sun-Thur
s 10-8; Fr

i & Sat 10-9
(301) 770

-0477

10-min. walk frm Metro Red Line Twinbrook Station

See Map & More at seconds
torybook

s.com

BOOK SEARCH
ES

PROMOTE YOUR NEW

BOOK HERE!

Reach avid readers with an ad in

the Bookshop directory.

It's easy. Packages start at $276.

Call 202-334-7031 for info

or email: bookshop@washpost.com

PUBLISHING

CREATE A PROPOSAL & FIND A LITERARY AGENT

with guidance from authors at Georgetown University.

Our experts have been in the NY Times, Time,

Newsweek, on '60 Minutes", CNN and more.

Now isn't it your turn? booklab@g
eorgetown.edu

MYSTERY &THRILLER BOO
KS

Still the only mystery bookstore in MD & DC area

Mystery Lov
esCompany

Bookselle
rs

202 S.Morris St., O
XFORD,MD

Call 410-2
26-0010

or 1-800-53
8-0042

mysterylovescompany.com

WORKSHOPS

The Bookshop Directory

A listing of notable literary

places and occasions, from

books for sale to special events.

Place your book related listing here.

Call 202-334-7031 for info

or email: bookshop@washpost.com

WRITING SERVIC
ES

LITERAR
Y DESIGN

WRITING EDITING FICTION NON-FICTION

Call (540) 338-4636 or (703) 979-8162

Email: literarydesign@infionline.net

Book World’s Swift Reincarnation

For his heroic defensive fight on a

ridge near Chattanooga, Tenn., Maj.

Gen. George Thomas became known as

“The Rock of Chickamauga.” By any

measure he was a great officer, fully de-

serving of the laurels heaped upon him

at the end of the Civil War. The modern

Army still studies his victories.

In “Master of War,” however, Benson

Bobrick does more than just describe

Thomas as a great general. He makes

him out to be the sole paragon of military

virtue on the Union side, portraying Ulys-

ses S. Grant as a butcher and William Te-

cumseh Sherman as Grant’s insane lack-

ey. This is revisionism, but it’s hardly

new. Bobrick’s thesis seems wholly recy-

cled from a biography of Thomas first

published in 1893 by Donn Piatt, a Gild-

ed Age journalist with a grudge against

President Grant. Piatt’s book was re-is-

sued three years ago; Bobrick cites it

more than 100 times. 

“Master of War” repeatedly stretches

facts large and small. According to Bo-

brick, for example, the general came

“from sturdy frontier stock.” In reality,

Thomas’s family was originally from

southern England and northern France,

and tidewater Virginia had not been a

“frontier” for at least a century before he

was born there in 1816. In Bobrick’s ver-

sion of the Civil War, at the Battle of Mill

Springs in 1862 Thomas faced Confed-

erate units that were equipped with

“good breech-loading rifles,” “Chicka-

mauga” is a Cherokee word for “River of

Death,” and Jefferson Davis was cap-

tured “disguised as an old woman in a

bonnet and a dress.” None of those

things is true.

Since his death in 1870,

Thomas’s exploits have generat-

ed a dozen biographies, some

quite good. The latest, unfortu-

nately, adds little or noth-

ing to the historical rec-

ord.

—Robert Bateman 

HISTORY 

Master of War

By Benson Bobrick

BEN SCHUMIN

Maj. Gen. George Thomas:

Once a heroic Union general,

now the stony-faced guardian

of D.C.’s Thomas Circle. 
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V
enezuela’s President Hugo Chávez would be get-

ting a lot more ink in U.S. newspapers if the Unit-

ed States weren’t focused on fighting two wars.

For more than a decade, Chávez has patterned his

regime on Fidel Castro’s Cuba. He has national-

ized the stakes of U.S. businesses, asserted control over Ven-

ezuela’s principal cash cow (the state-owned but once inde-

pendently operated oil company PDVSA), shut down media

outlets and prevented opposition party members from taking

elected office. After being rebuffed in 2007 in a bid to become

president-for-life, he held a second referendum last Sunday

that cleared the way for him to run for reelection without

term limits. 

Since Venezuela is the fourth-largest supplier of oil to the

United States, the authors of this book believe that Ameri-

cans ought to take Chávez more seriously. They are far from

impartial observers. Both Douglas Schoen and Michael Row-

an are political consultants who worked for the opposition

candidate whom Chávez defeated in 2006. They believe that

Chávez manipulated that vote, just as they contend that he

rigged the results of a 2004 recall effort mounted by the civic

opposition movement Súmate (“Join up”), for which the au-

thors also worked. Schoen, who played a key role in former

President Bill Clinton’s reelection in 1996, is a prominent

practitioner of the global art of political polling and consult-

ing: He has had 19 heads of state as clients and helped run

election campaigns for Silvio Berlusconi, Shimon Peres, Yitz-

hak Rabin and Ehud Barak. Rowan has done much the same

thing, mostly for Latin American candidates.

During a decade of reporting in Latin America, I watched

as Chávez behaved in undemocratic ways at home and sup-

ported subversive movements in the hemisphere. But Schoen

and Rowan undermine their argument with hyperbole and

unsupported allegations. On the first page of “The Threat

Closer to Home,” they write that “Chávez arguably presents

a greater threat to America than Osama bin Laden does on a

day-to-day basis,” but they make no case that Venezuelain-

tends to attack the United States or help others to do so.

They repeat a litany of previously published allegations about

Chávez’s support for Hezbollah and his close relationship

with Iran’s Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. But they do not add any-

thing to the factual record, nor do they attempt a coherent

explanation of what the two radical leaders are up to. The au-

thors allege that Hezbollah operates “at least five training

camps in Venezuela,” but they offer no evidence for this.

There is not even a footnote to buttress that sentence or the

following one: “Hamas and even al-Qaeda have sent members

to Venezuela to avail themselves of Chávez’s hospitality.” 

Venezuela and Iran definitely can affect U.S. interests, but

it is important to be clear about the nature of the threat, as

far as it is currently known. The real power plays by the two

leaders are in their respective neighborhoods; that is where

the true dangers lie. Chávez has backed Colombia’s FARC

guerrillas and helped bring fellow radical populists to power

in Bolivia, Ecuador and Nicaragua. Venezuela outspends the

United States in economic aid to Latin America by 9 to 1. To

push back against criticism of his agenda in Latin America,

Chávez has marshaled powerful U.S. lobbyists and a phalanx

of Hollywood celebrities (Naomi Campbell, Danny Glover,

Sean Penn) who are drawn to reprise the 1960s radical-chic

pose. Through Venezuela’s state-owned Citgo Petroleum,

Chávez even bankrolled heating-oil rebates for low-income

Americans.

In a final chapter on how the United States should deal

with Chávez, the authors appear to recognize that, despite

their heavy breathing about international terrorist threats,

the real problem is Latin America’s vulnerability to dema-

gogues who preach easy solutions and offer scapegoats for

the region’s economic and social problems. The remedy is for

Washington to develop a Latin America policy that makes

sense. Promoting good governance, working to eliminate

poverty and seeking to reduce the hugely unequal distribu-

tion of income in the region would put the United States on

the right side of the argument. Ultimately, the way to defeat

Chávez is to outcompete him by offering better ideas and bet-

ter policies. 

Linda Robinson covered Latin America for U.S. News & 

World Report and is the author, most recently, of “Tell Me 

How This Ends: General David Petraeus and the Search for

a Way Out of Iraq.”
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How Dangerous Is This Man? 
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Though he failed to win a referendum naming him president-for-life in 2007, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chávez prevailed in last Sunday’s vote to overturn term limits. 
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And Michael Rowan

Free Press. 220 pp.

$25

John West has a significant story to

tell: He helped his parents die. His father,

Jolly, was suffering from an aggressive,

incurable cancer; his mother, K, whose

suicide occurred some months later, was

physically debilitated and facing the

terrors of Alzheimer’s disease. 

The suicide scenes in this memoir are

filled with West’s anxieties: He wonders

whether the pills

will work, whether

Jolly or K is failing

too swiftly and will

be unable to

continue

swallowing,

whether he has

failed to notice

some detail — a

fingerprint, a

carelessly worded

remark to an outsider — that could

betray him. 

But his prose is sometimes downright

clunky: “She’s gobbling those guys down

like nothing” is how he describes his

mother’s ingestion of lethal pills. 

Still, West manages to touch us. He

shines a harsh light on a society that

forces a son to go through so much pain

simply to relieve a parent’s suffering. And

he also communicates a softer message

about his relationship with his mother

and their unselfish love for one another. 

— Juliet Wittman

MEMOIR

The Last Goodnights

By John West

The Gardner Museum in Boston is a

monument to the idiosyncrasies of

the rich. A replica of a Venetian

palazzo, it embodies the vision of Isa-

bella Stewart Gardner, who built a

world-class art collection and dis-

played it her way. The museum’s hold-

ings include “works by Titian, Velaz-

quez, Raphael,

Manet, and Bot-

ticelli.” Until

1990, the Gard-

ner housed even

more treasures;

that was when

thieves dressed

as cops faked

their way inside

and made off

with a Rem-

brandt, a Vermeer and other paintings

valued at more than $500 million. Ul-

rich Boser presents his solution to the

mystery: The culprits were the min-

ions of Boston-area gangsters. But

loose ends remain, notably the where-

abouts of the paintings. It can’t be

easy to dispose of such well-known

artworks, and a recent federal law has

added to the complexity. As a lawyer

explained to Boser, “If someone buys

the Gardner Rembrandt fifty years

down the road, they can still be prose-

cuted.”
— Dennis Drabelle

ART 

The Gardner Heist

By Ulrich Boser

2.27 | CHRISTOPHER MOORE reads from and signs his new comic novel “Fool” at 7 p.m. at Politics

and Prose Bookstore, 202-364-1919. More literary events @ washingtonpost.com/bookworld

IRAQ

Soft Spots
By Clint Van Winkle

Nothing gets held back in “Soft

Spots,” Clint Van Winkle’s account of his

two years of duty as a Marine sergeant in

Iraq. He describes the exhilaration of be-

ing in a place where he was authorized to

kill and where freedom was, in a sense,

absolute — precisely because he could

die at any moment. We hear about at-

tacks on Iraqis who may or may not have

been civilians, and later of the ignorance

he finds on a college campus at home. 

Yet despite the author’s lacerating

honesty, the narrative is dreamlike and

surreal. Van Winkle seems to have killed

a little girl, and her image haunts him,

but we never learn exactly how this hap-

pened or why. He once turned the mas-

sive firepower of his armored assault ve-

hicle on a stone wall, demolishing it and

massacring a group of men hiding be-

hind it; but again we get no real context.

This ambiguity stems from the nature

of the war he fought. The soldiers lived

in an almost hermetically sealed society

and in a state of near-constant fear and

rage. And they had unmatched lethal

firepower at their command. “My war,”

writes Van Winkle, “was an impersonal

war full of indiscriminate firing and long-

distance death.” 

But the ambiguity is also stylistic, an

expression of the author’s hallucinatory

state of mind in the months following

combat. He moves without warning from

the streets of Phoenix to the sands of

Iraq and back again. He finds himself full

of unreasoning anger; he fights with his

wife. Having finally realized that he’s suf-

fering from post-traumatic stress disor-

der, he struggles to get help. Van Win-

kle’s unseen dead have followed him

home.
— Juliet Wittman 

I
f you drop the name Clarence King to

almost any group of Americans today, it

is unlikely they will have heard of him.

This was not always so. During the final

decades of the 19th century, King

strode across the national scene as the scion

of a prominent family and a Yale-trained geol-

ogist who mapped the American West. When

he published a collection of vivid essays about

his exploits, “Mountaineering in the Sierra

Nevada,” the book was an instant hit. King

gained further fame when he exposed a fraud-

ulent scheme to sell interests in diamond

fields whose purported value was greater than

all the silver and gold in Nevada’s celebrated

Comstock Lode. By proving that the fields

had been artificially “salted” with precious

gems, he halted investments in the project,

forestalling the economic bubble that would

certainly have formed around it. For this he

was nicknamed the King of Diamonds. “We

have escaped, thanks to God and Clarence

King, a great financial calamity,” one news-

paper editorial said. 

King often inspired such talk. He was a

close friend of the writer Henry Adams and

the diplomat John Hay, both of whom

thought him the most talented man of their

generation. Although he was born in New-

port, R.I., to an old and distinguished family

— a paternal ancestor came to the Massachu-

setts Bay Colony in 1637 and his mother

could trace her ancestry back to signers of the

Magna Carta — King had little money for

most of his life. Instead, he cobbled together

income from government appointments, writ-

ing projects and loans from rich friends to

support himself as a gentleman scientist. 

But there was another side to King that

neither the public nor his glittering friends

knew, a side that Martha A. Sandweiss ex-

plores with great sensitivity, insight and

painstaking research in “Passing Strange.”

The title of this immensely fascinating work

provides a broad hint: King lived a racial dou-

ble life. It would be hard to imagine a man

more “white,” meaning a man who was more

thoroughly steeped in the privileges available

only to whites of his class during the Gilded

Age. But he was also secretly married to Ada

Copeland, a black woman who had been born

a slave in Georgia. Even more astounding,

she knew nothing of his life as Clarence King.

Indeed, she did not even know that he was

Clarence King. From the day they met in

Manhattan in 1887 or 1888 until 1901, when

King died, she knew him as “James Todd.”

When they married in 1888, she became Ada

Todd. And when their five children were born

over the next 13 years, their last name was

Todd, too.

“Passing strange” — Sandweiss’s play-on-

words meaning both exceptionally odd and

passing for black — captures the situation

precisely. King invented an ingenious identity,

posing as a light-skinned Pullman porter. Why

a porter? First, it was well known that Pull-

man hired only black men as porters and wait-

ers on the company’s trains. So his wife and

neighbors assumed that if the fair-complex-

ioned, blue-eyed, blond-haired James Todd

worked as a Pullman porter, he must be black.

Second, the job provided an explanation for

his frequent absences from home. And finally,

stable employment was a way to attract

young Ada. Clarence was 18 years older than

she. He knew that she, like other black refu-

gees from the South, was struggling. A Pull-

man porter would be able to provide a decent

life for her and any children they might have

— and over the years, that is what he did. 

“Passing Strange” is ultimately a book

about a couple, and Sandweiss has used her

formidable skills as a researcher to recon-

struct as much of their lives as possible. This

was necessarily an uneven task. Much more is

known about Clarence King than about Ada

Copeland. Sandweiss succeeds admirably,

however, in piecing together a portrait of a

young woman who achieved stability in a do-

mestic setup that would seem unendurable in

today’s world. One must remember the times

and what Ada escaped when she came north

and met her James Todd, under circumstanc-

es that remain mysterious. Perhaps the most

powerful feature of this book is the way Sand-

weiss evokes the terrifying racial landscape of

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The

Georgia of Ada’s childhood was, quite simply,

a deadly place for blacks. Terrorism was the

order of the day; whites killed blacks almost

at will. When schools were set up to teach

black children to read, white townspeople oc-

casionally burned them down. After enduring

such a place, living with a somewhat wayward

husband, who nevertheless loved her and pro-

vided for her, would seem rather easy.

Raised by an abolitionist mother and

grandmother, King romanticized blacks and

believed, Sandweiss says, that racial mixing

would “improve the vitality of the human race

and create a distinctively American people.”

But his society friends lived by the racial or-

der of the day. Although Adams and Hay were

not the kind of men to burn down schools for

black children, they might have cut their dear

friend out of their lives had he been open

about his relationship with a black woman. In-

stead, King strained mightily to hold on to the

two worlds that he loved, terrified to lose ei-

ther one. 

This story does not have a happy ending.

King died penniless, wiped out by disastrous

investments and poor career moves. There

followed a long and very public court battle

over a mysterious trust fund that he had sup-

posedly left for Ada and their children. But

King’s talent for friendship stood him in good

stead. His friends bought a house for Ada and

provided the family with a monthly stipend,

all anonymously; racial decorum had to be

maintained. And, as Sandweiss notes, King’s

early biographers played along by pretty

much writing Ada Todd out of her husband’s

life and treating their relationship as a dis-

tasteful lapse on his part. It was, of course,

more than that. It was a tragedy, because all

King wanted was to marry the woman he

loved while maintaining the respect and ami-

ty of his white family and friends. That was

too much to ask of his time. K

Annette Gordon-Reed is the author of

“The Hemingses of Monticello.”

PASSING

STRANGE

A Gilded Age

Tale of Love

And Deception

Across the

Color Line

By Martha A.

Sandweiss

Penguin Press.

370 pp. $27.95
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Jay Mathews is a bit of a journalistic

oddball. Most reporters see the education

beat as a stepping stone to bigger things,

but much to his credit Mathews, who

writes for The Washington Post, returned

to covering schools after an international

reporting career. He is best known for his

book on Jaime Escalante, who taught low-

income children in East Los Angeles to

excel in AP calculus and was featured in

the film “Stand and Deliver.” Now Math-

ews is back to profile two young teachers

— Mike Feinberg and Dave Levin — who

founded the wildly successful Knowledge

Is Power Program (KIPP), a chain of 66

charter schools now educating 16,000

low-income students in 19

states and the District of Co-

lumbia.
While I have some quarrels

with the book’s implicit and

explicit public-policy conclu-

sions, “Work Hard. Be Nice”

provides a fast-paced, engross-

ing and heartening story of

two phenomenally dedicated

teachers who demonstrate

that low-income students, if

given the right environment,

can thrive academically. In 52

short and easily digestible chapters,

Mathews traces the story of two Ivy

League graduates who began teaching in

Houston in 1992 as part of the Teach for

America program. Both struggle at first

but come under the tutelage of an experi-

enced educator, Harriett Ball, who em-

ploys chants and songs and tough love to

reach students whom lesser teachers

might give up on. Levin and Feinberg

care deeply: They encourage students to

call them in the evening for help with

homework, visit student homes to get

parents on their side and dig into their

own pockets to buy alarm clocks to help

students get to school on time. In Math-

ews’s telling, it’s hard not to love these

guys.
Their students flourish, but Levin and

Feinberg worry about what will happen to

the children under other teachers, so they

come up with the idea of creating their

own schools. Teachers would put in a lon-

ger school day (beginning at 7:15 and

ending at 5 p.m.); teach Saturday classes

and three weeks of summer school; and

be subject to firing without due-process

rights. Parents would sign contracts

agreeing to check homework and read to

their children at night. And students

would go to school longer hours and do

extensive homework each night in ex-

change for special rewards. 

Over time, the program began to at-

tract favorable media attention and foun-

dation support, including that of the co-

founders of Gap, who bankrolled KIPP to

the tune of $50 million. Today, KIPP has

raised more money than any other system

of charter schools and spends $1,100 to

$1,500 more per pupil than regular public

schools. Overall, test scores in KIPP

schools have risen faster for more low-

income students than anywhere else,

Mathews writes.

There are important lessons to draw

from KIPP — such as the potential value

of longer school days and the importance

of teacher home visits — but there are

also two misguided “lessons” that many

readers may take from “Work Hard. Be

Nice”: that the KIPP example suggests

that union-free charter schools are the

key to closing the achievement gap and

that poverty and school segregation are

just excuses for teacher failure. Mathews

himself doesn’t explicitly endorse either

position, but he lauds the union-free char-

ter school structure. It provides, he

writes, “a haven for Levin-Feinberg meth-

ods such as longer school days and school

years, principals’ power to fire poorly per-

forming teachers, and regular

visits to students’ homes.”

Nevertheless, the highly ac-

complished KIPP Academy in

the South Bronx, started by

Levin, has been unionized

from the beginning, as are the

Green Dot charter schools

that Mathews cites as equally

successful. Meanwhile, plenty

of nonunionized charter

schools fail dismally. Some

nonunion KIPP schools have

suffered high rates of teacher

turnover, and just last month teachers in

two KIPP schools decided to unionize so

they would have a greater voice in school

affairs.
Moreover, KIPP’s experience does lit-

tle to rebut the longstanding social-

science consensus that poverty and segre-

gation reduce achievement. In many re-

spects, KIPP schools more closely re-

semble middle-class than high-poverty

public schools. KIPP does not educate the

typical low-income student but rather a

subset fortunate enough to have striving

parents who take the initiative to apply to

a KIPP school and sign a contract agree-

ing to read to their children at night.

More important, among those who at-

tend KIPP, 60 percent leave, according to

a new study of California schools, many

because they find the program too rigor-

ous. As KIPP’s reputation grew, it could

select among the best teachers (who wish

to be around high-performing col-

leagues), and it became funded at levels

more like those of middle-class schools.

None of this should take away from the

wonderful education provided to children

in KIPP’s 66 schools, a tale beautifully

rendered by Mathews. But neither should

KIPP’s story become the ultimate excuse

for ignoring the devastating effects of

school segregation and poverty. K

Richard D. Kahlenberg, a senior fellow at

The Century Foundation, is author of

“Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the

Battles Over Schools, Unions, Race, and

Democracy.”
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Two Teachers, 

16,000 Students, 

One Simple Rule

WORK HARD. BE NICE.

How Two Inspired Teachers

Created the Most Promising 

Schools in America 

By Jay Mathews 

Algonquin. 328 pp. Paperback, $14.95 
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“His wife and

neighbors

assumed

that if the

blond,

blue-eyed

James Todd

was a

Pullman

porter, he

must be

black.

» S.E. Cupp is a freelance columnist and co-author

of "Why You’re Wrong About the Right." 

She lives in New York City.
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T
here comes a time in the life of ev-

ery new parent when the realization

hits: This kid isn’t gonna take care

of itself.

Do the math. Until the age of 10 or so,

children need to be looked after every mo-

ment of every day. And yet many parents

work full-time jobs. So what happens during

those 40 (or 50 or 60 or more) hours a

week? If you’re the mom or dad of a young

child, this nasty bit of calculus quickly be-

comes the organizing principle of your life.

Even if you’re lucky enough to find a child-

care solution you like, there are still the sick

days, business trips, snow days, vacations,

holidays, late nights at the office and other

emergencies and surprises that continually

threaten to bring the whole thing crashing

down.
Penelope Leach, the British psychologist

and author of “Your Baby and Child,” the

one book that’s always on my bedside table,

has published an exhaustive new study on

the best way to take care of kids and how

parents in Western nations are currently do-

ing it. “Child Care Today: Getting it Right

for Everyone” is as ambitious as its subtitle

suggests. It also comes at a moment when 

Who Should Care for This Child?
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CHILD CARE

TODAY
Getting It Right

for Everyone

By Penelope Leach

Alfred A. Knopf.

350 pp. $25.95
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See CHILD CARE, Page B4

I
admit, I was a little hurt after overhearing a recent

discussion about the lack of “star power” at this

year’s Conservative Political Action Conference in

Washington. Not only have I really been looking for-

ward to CPAC, but this year I am actually on the agenda:

“Book Signing: Exhibit Hall. Saturday. 12:30 pm.” Tell

me that doesn’t ooze glitz and glamour. 

Luckily, I don’t have much of an ego about these

things. But the diss did prompt me to briefly question my

hipness. 

See, in my world, stars don’t come any bigger than

Newt Gingrich, Karl Rove, Mitt Romney and Mike Pence

(if there were a congressional version of Teen Beat, the

Indiana congressman would be on its cover every

month). Michael Steele, Mike Huckabee and John

Boehner are the Jonas Brothers of conservative celebrity.

And all of them will be at CPAC 2009.

Am I the only one who gets excited at the thought of a

two-hour discussion on “Protecting the Secret Ballot” or

“Taking Action Through Citizen-Led Reform” in the Re-

gency Ballroom? When I see such clever lecture titles as

“Will Congress Take Your Guns?” and “Are We All Social-

ists Now?” I start salivating. Will it? Are we? I can’t wait

to find out.

Just announced — Mario Lopez is speaking! Okay, it’s

Mario Lopez of the Hispanic Leadership Fund, and not

the hunky headliner of “Saved By the Bell” and “Dancing

With the Stars,” but still — he’s going to be great, I just

know it.

And doesn’t everyone want to have “Breakfast With

Phyllis Schlafly”? Just me?

B Y  S . E .  C U P P

Yes, We’re Out 

of Power. But I’m

Still Starstruck.

See CONSERVATIVES, Page B5

» Sara Sklaroff is the editorial director of Diabetes Forecast.

BOOK 
REVIEWS »

The Curious Case of Clarence King: 

What’s a 19th-century white guy 

doing passing as black? B6

Hugo Chávez loves Cuba 

and hates America. But hey, is 

that any reason to fear him? B7

Harder to Find: The lonely 

world and violent mind 

of Flannery O’Connor. B8
s
7

I
n 1845, the second-largest independent country in North America, the Republic of Texas,

held its nose, took a deep breath and merged with its upstart eastern neighbor, the United

States. (As a Texan myself, I understand the occasional regret that we took y’all’s name in-

stead of the other way around.) For the next century, Texas didn’t give America much trou-

ble. By and large, it was known for cattle with large horns, men with large hats and its citi-

zenry’s penchant for orneriness, braggadocio and shooting one another.

All that began to change in the late 1940s, when America suddenly discovered that an awful lot of

Texans had somehow become very, very rich — and very, very interested in national politics. The

East Coast establishment’s dismay at this news was captured in a six-part series of front-page stories

in this newspaper that began 55 years ago this month. Authored by the Pulitzer Prize-winning White

House correspondent Edward T. Folliard, the package

promised what an editor’s note called a first-ever look at

“The Big Dealers, the fabulous money men of Texas who

have been pouring part of their millions into American

politics. . . . The unique thing about them is public igno-

rance of their motives, purposes and ideas.”

Thus began more than half a century of Texas political

power that would see the first Texan, Lyndon B. John-

son, take a seat in the Oval Office; a second, George H.W.

Bush, 25 years later; and in short order a third, George

W. Bush. Along the way, the Texas “Big Dealers,” a class

of rightwing oilmen more commonly known as the Big

Rich, would thrust upon the nation a series of prince-

lings, beginning with their in-house attorney, John Con-

nally, and leading through men such as Tom DeLay, Dick

Armey and Phil Gramm. Never let it be said that The

Post doesn’t give you plenty of warning.

But now, barely a month into the Obama administra-

tion, even the proudest Texans must admit: The days of

Lone Star Power are over. You may greet this news with 

DeathandTexas

BY  B RYA N  B U R R O U G H

Once it had Washington by the horns. But now the Lone Star state’s day is done.

Is the Internet actually

helping to keep the Chinese

Communist Party in power?

That’s the question that Rebecca

MacKinnon, former CNN

correspondent, now of the

University of Hong Kong, asked

last week during a talk at the

Carnegie Endowment for

International Peace. 

A while back, enthusiasts in

the West predicted that the

hurly-burly of the Internet would

snuff out authoritarian regimes.

China was Exhibit A. But that

hasn’t happened.

For one, MacKinnon said, the

Internet bolsters Communist

Party rule because it allows

people to blow off steam. Online

censorship is actually quite

spotty, so Chinese netizens have

plenty of space to mock the

regime. MacKinnon flashed a

Photoshopped image of a naked

man doing push-ups on the

Great Wall and an Alvin and the

Chipmunks-style video of

masticating alpacas as examples

of hard-hitting political humor.

(Trust me, in Chinese, they’re a

bellyful of laughs.)

MacKinnon argued that the

Internet has also forced the

government to be more

responsive to citizen complaints.

Last November, for example, a

party official was fired after a

security videotape that caught

him fondling an 11-year-old girl

in a restaurant surfaced on the

Web. The result: People are still

ticked off, but not enough to

make a revolution.

And finally, MacKinnon noted,

surfing the Web is an efficient

way for China’s cops to snoop on

dissidents and other

malcontents. Cyber-tarianism

anyone? 

—John Pomfret, Outlook editor

and author of “Chinese Lessons”

What’s The

Big Idea?

See TEXAS, Page B4

» Bryan Burrough is a special correspondent at Vanity Fair and the author of "Barbarians at the Gate: 

The Fall of RJR Nabisco" and, most recently, "The Big Rich: The Rise and Fall of the Greatest Texas Oil Fortunes."
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On Sunday, Feb. 22, a portion of
Book World was printed in its
new home—the more widely read
Outlook section.  Three pages
were dedicated to Book World’s
nonfiction reviews, including
Jonathan Yardley’s take on
Brad Gooch’s Flannery O’Connor
biography.

On Sunday, Feb. 15, Book World
printed its last stand-alone section.
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Demolishing the justification for slavery
Darwin’s Moral Crusade



The Post and
PNC Bank
hosted 

“A Conversation 
in Courage 
Featuring Rutha 
Harris” on Thursday,
Feb. 19, at The Post.
Post staff writer
Neely Tucker moder-
ated the public event,
while Civil Rights
activist and Freedom
Singer member Rutha
Harris, Post reporter
Darryl Fears, Post columnist
David Ignatius and Holocaust

survivor and Civil Rights
activist Marione Ingram made
up the panel.

PNC Bank approached The
Post about co-sponsoring the
public event back in Novem-
ber.  During his wel-
coming remarks, Com-
munity Relations
manager David Jones
said, “A lot of compa-
nies talk about diversity,
but PNC Bank walks the
walk.”

The panel discussion
struck a more concilia-
tory and optimistic tone
in contrast to Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder’s statement

earlier in the week.  Holder
said that the United States was
“a nation of cowards” for not
talking enough about race.

To open the panel, Tucker
used his Southern
roots to mark the
stark difference of
race relations back
then and now.
“When I was
growing up in
rural Mississippi
during the 1960s
and early 1970s,”
he said, “Most peo-
ple were very
proud of their
racism.  They were happy to
say they did not like black
people.  You couldn’t be per-

ceived as being
soft on the issue.
Today, I don’t
think you can
make anyone in
the South or else-
where in Amer-
ica, publicly say
that they are
racists—not even
with a pair of pli-
ers and a blow-
torch.”

Though Harris
also shared a few

anecdotes, she also
responded in song.  Her deep,
voluminous, soulful voice
delivered peaceful protesting,
hopeful hymns that filled the

auditorium nearly without
amplification.  When she did
speak, she said more with less.
When asked by an audience
member how she responds to
detractors who claim that the
Civil Rights Movement set
back African Americans, she
simply said, “I don’t.”

Lois Houston-Ebo
attended the event with her
two children, Leiya, 3, and
Mark, 11.  Before the event
started she said, “We’re here
because my husband and I
want to instill in our kids an
appreciation for how far

we’ve come.” During the
question and answer portion,
she publicly thanked the
speakers and said that with-
out their grassroots efforts,
“we would have never wit-
nessed the election of our first

African American president.”
She then suggested having a
similar forum at schools
because “despite how much
we parents attempt to educate
our children about ‘Black His-
tory’—with all due respect—
they are still clueless about the
struggles of our forefathers.” 

“We thoroughly enjoyed
the event that The Washing-
ton Post and PNC Bank
hosted for Black History
Month,” Houston-Ebo con-
cluded.      �

The Post and PNC Bank hosts “A Conversation in Courage
in Song and Verse with Ms. Rutha Harris”—a Black History
Month Celebration at The Post. 

Post reporter Darryl Fears and
Holocaust survivor and Civil
Rights activist Marione Ingram
respond to questions asked by the
moderator and the audience.  

Lois Houston-Ebo attends the
event with her daughter, Leiya, 3,
and her son, Mark, 11.  She wants
her kids to have “an appreciation
for how far we’ve come.”

PNC Bank Regional President
Michael Harreld welcomes the
audience. 

Moderator and Post staff
writer Neely Tucker listens
to panelist Marione Ingram. 

The Post and PNC Bank 
Celebrate Black History Month

Post columnist David Ignatius and Civil
Rights activist and Freedom Singers member
Rutha Harris during the panel discussion.



the monthly “Writing Life” and
“Poet’s Choice” will appear only at
washingtonpost.com/bookworld,
where book coverage will remain
together.  The Literary Calendar
will also appear online.    

Like other sections in the paper,
Book World had become a part of
many readers’ routine over the
years.  So it comes as no surprise
that the relocation of Book World
has had no shortage of critics. 

“The reaction from the public
has been uniformly negative,” says
Shea.  “I received about 75 to 100
e-mails.  Some of them in capital
letters, saying, ‘NO! NO! NO!’  I
keep readng this in e-mails that a
lot of people would pull Book
World out of the paper and save it
to read during the week.  People
write about sitting in their favorite
chair and reading it.  They’re wor-
ried they won’t have the same
connection. ”

In Kurtz’s story, Brauchli said
he recognizes the initial sadness
and resistance, but added, “We
are committed to this area of cov-
erage because we know how
important it is to our readers and
our society.”

Shea concluded, “I keep telling
people that it’s going to be the
same quality of reviews. I think
people will always grumble ini-
tially and then get used to things.  I
also think this will get Book World
in front of more people.”   �

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Post Employee Shares
Her Cancer Story

USA Today recently interviewed cancer survivor Carrie
Morse, Community Relations, for a story on what to say and
what not to say to someone who is battling cancer.  Morse was
also photographed with Reem Azoury, owner of Figs Fine
Foods, located near Morse’s home in the Palisades in North-
west D.C.  USA Today selected this location for the photo after
Morse told reporter Liz Szabo about Azoury’s "incredible gen-
erosity" towards her and her family throughout her cancer
experience.  The article also offers a list of "Actions That Speak
Louder Than Words." 

Post Sponsors
Wine Fest

While the printed Book World section
will now appear in Outlook and Style, 
the content will remain together at
washingtonpost.com/ bookworld.

EDITOR’S NOTE: To see photos from the festival
visit: flickr.com/twpcommunity. To join TastePost,
go to: www.tastepost.com .  Membership is $20.

The Post was once
again the title spon-
sor of the 10th annual
Washington D.C.
International Wine
and Food Festival on
Valentine’s Day week-
end, Feb. 14-15.
Food Editor Joe
Yonan, Food 
Assistant Editor
Bonnie Benwick
and several others
from News, Market-
ing and Community
Relations were on
hand throughout the
weekend.

From left, wine columnist Dave McIntyre and
Conde Nast wine connoisseur Joe Ward lead a wine-
tasting session, while Vice President Candy Lee,
Marketing, passed the microphone around for ques-
tions from the audience.

Wine gurus Dave McIntyre and Joe Ward let the wine
flow. McIntyre and Ward let passersby sample wine,
answered questions and promoted the new TastePost
program designed to attract wine and food aficionados.
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Important Note to All
Post Employees
It is imperative that all Post
employees contact Monica
Williams at the switchboard
at x4-6000 or Mary Robinson
x4-7880 to ensure that their
contact information is up to
date.  If they are new at The
Post, they ABSOLUTELY need
to call and provide their con-
tact information.  The infor-
mation is used to reach them
in case of an emergency or
crisis or if someone is trying
to contact them from outside
the building.  

Imagination Stage
Post employees interested in
receiving up to four free tick-
ets to this year’s Imagination
Stage opening night of
“Heidi” at 7 p.m. on April 4,
should contact Aurora
Gonazalez, Community 
Relations, at gonzalal@wash-
post.com.

Post Media and Post
Digital Logos Go Blue
On Jan. 1, the Post Media and
Post Digital logos went blue.
Folks looking to order busi-
ness cards should keep this in
mind.  Printing Services will
provide more details in an
upcoming ShopTalk on where
and how to order new busi-
ness cards.

¡Hola! ¿Hablas Español?
If Post Employees would like
to learn Spanish or review the
basics, join the small, begin-
ners lunchtime class.  The
class will start this Tuesday,
March 3, and will continue for
five weeks.  The cost is $75.
Contact Lyndon Williams at
x4-7193 with any questions or
to sign up. 

Blood Drive
The number of donors at The
Post has been decreasing with
each drive, but the Red
Cross’s need for blood has
not.  Please consider donating
blood on Tuesday, March 3,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Multipurpose Room.  Call
x4-7192 with any questions.
Leave a message and your call

will be returned.

Use ShopTalk 
To Communicate
Internally

By communicating new initia-
tives and programs here,
ShopTalk can assist employ-
ees at the paper and Web site
in working together more effi-
ciently. The information can
also empower readers to
become word-of-mouth advo-
cates.  Finally, ShopTalk can
also be used to publicly recog-
nize outstanding colleagues.

Contact Mario Iván Oña at x4-
6803 or onam@washpost.com
with any tips or suggestions.

‘The Inauguration of
Barack Obama’ Book
Now Available
“The Inauguration of Barack
Obama: A Photographic Jour-
nal” compiled by the news-
room is now available online at
washingtonpost.com/store for
$29.95 and at all major book
stores.  Tell your friends and
family about it.  Give it as a gift. 

FOR SALE: Large, cherry-colored desk in
great condition with removable legs.  Very
spacious. Width back of desk is 63 in.,
depth on right is 46.5 in., width front right
is 23.5 in.  J-shaped cutout for chair is
on left. With computer at back right cor-
ner, there is large working space on either
side of desk.  Valued at around $250.
Asking $75.  Contact Leslie at 703-965-
2138 or blair la@washpost .com or
leslieblr@gmail.com. 

FOR RENT: 2BR apartment with one-car

garage and patio located in Crofton

Meadows next to Walden Golf Course in

Crofton Md., close to schools and new

library. Nice walking trail with pond and

water fountain. Quiet and clean, available

April 1, 2009. One-month deposit. Rent

for $1,200 a month. Contact 301-464-

5184 at any time.

MARKETPLACE DEADLINE:
Close of business on Fridays.  Please
include your name, extension and
phone number.  Ads are for Post
Media and Digital employees.  E-mail
ads to shoptalk@washpost.com or
onam@washpost.com.  Ads will run
for two issues unless otherwise
requested.  ShopTalk reserves the right
to publish and edit all ads.

In the 
Green Corner  
FACT: The Post has
nearly 200 recycling bins
at Metro stations.

GREEN TIP:  Some indi-
vidual habits to consider:
Reuse water bottles, pur-
chase a reusable coffee
mug or fountain drink
cup and pack lunch in a
thermal, reusable lunch
bag.

PostScripts

Marketplace

Chairman Eugene Meyer’s words are as applicable today as they were
in 1948.  Only today, Post employees can also e-mail news story links to
family and friends.  They can tell their neighbors about recently launched
programs like TastePost (www.tastepost.com).  They can become “fans”
of The Washington Post on Facebook and also encourage the next gener-
ation to do so (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-
Post/6250307292).  There’s never been a better time, and it’s never been
easier, for all Post employees to “sell” The Post. 

Help ‘Sell’ The Post
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FOREWORD BY BEN BRADLEE

A  P H O T O G R A P H I C  J O U R N A L

The Inauguration ofBARACK OBAMA


